The Ancient Worlds of
temperate climate. It was entirely surr< and the hollow in its centre was an inlanc dried up to leave deserts of sand and sal this inland sea today is a series of oases, fed by mountain streams and rock spring; the southern slopes of the Elburz in Nc k                          the Pamir. Ten thousand years ago t
were covered with forests and peopled w lived by hunting and fishing on the she this sea a few islands emerged—the tops mountain-ranges crossing the Kawir. 1 thick reeds, must have been very simila Hamoun today and to those of Lake Sei leopards, wild asses, lions, gazelles and i In the thousands of years during which as moist as it is now arid, man's settled by the natural fertility of the soil. As however, the rain became scarcer, tl dried up for months on end and the inlai fed by their waters gradually shrank. Th grasslands and man came down to settle built reed huts and cultivated cereal dwellings have been revealed by the gras them today. Here methodical excaval wealth of information about the men w] three to six thousand years ago. Let us three of these excavated mounds or * Kashan in Iran.
Kashan is situated on the eastern slope mountains where they come down to